CITY OF SANTA CLARITA

METROWALK SPECIFIC PLAN

DRAFT SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

a2 Cityof
: SANTA CLARITA

ERIKA IVERSON

ASSOCIATE PLANNER

CITY OF SANTA CLARITA

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
23920 VALENCIA BOULEVARD, SUITE 302
SANTA CLARITA, CA 91355

EMAIL: EIVERSON(@SANTA-CLARITA.COM
PHONE: (616) 255-4962

Prepared by:

Michael Baker

INTERNATIONAL

3760 KILROY AIRPORT WAY, STE 270
LONG BEACH, CA 90806

DECEMBER 2020






TABLE OF CONTENTS

L0 B 111 o T W T o T o 11
1.1 Purpose of a Sustainable Communities Environmental Assessment ...................... 1-1
1.2 ProjeCt SUMMAIY ... e e e 1-1
1.3 Statutory BaCKGroUNd .........ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiia ettt e e e e e 1-2
1.4 Organization of the SCEA........ooo e 1-2
25 0 R o oY 1= e B T=T=T o3 4 T o o] 1 N 21
20 T [ 01 o To 18 o 1o o 2-1
2.2 ProjeCt LOCAtION ......cooiiieeee e 2-1
2.3 Project Site Characteristics and Surrounding Land Uses...........ccccccceeeiiiieiiieeninnnenn. 2-4
2.3.1 ProjeCt SIte. ..o e 2-4
2.3.2 Surrounding Land USES.........c..uuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee et 2-4
2.4 Description of the Project...........ouueiiiiiii i 2-9
2.4.1 ProjeCt OVEIVIEBW ......ciii ittt e e e e e e et e e e e e e e eenens 2-9
2.4.2 Project CharaCteriStiCs .........oouuiiiiiiiiei e 2-10
2.4.3 Project CONSIIUCHION .....cccoiiiiiiiiii e 2-30
2.4.4 Discretionary APProvals ..........cccoeeeiiiiiiiiiiiei e 2-31
2.4.5 Cumulative Development SCENArio .........cccoeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e, 2-31
3.0 Sustainable Communities Environmental Assessment Eligibility...........cccccccennnnnnee. 31
3.1 Sustainable Communities Strategy Consistency Analysis..........ccccccceeeiiiiieiieennnnnnnn. 3-1
3.1.1  Use Designation, Density, and Building Intensity.............ccc.ooooiiiiiiieenl. 3-1
3.1.2  Applicable POICIES ... 3-2
3.2 Transit Priority Project Criteria ANalySiS ........ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 3-10
3.3 Incorporation of Feasible Mitigation Measures, Performance Standards,
and Criteria from Prior Applicable EIRS..........ccoooiiiiiiiii, 3-11
4.0 |Initial Study Checklist ... —————— 4-1
A. Environmental Factors Potentially Affected...........cccveiiiiiiiiiiiic e, 4-4
B.  Determination .........oooo i 4-4
C. Evaluation of Environmental IMpPacts..............uuuuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeiiiiiieeieeneneeeeeees 4-6
l. ACSTNELICS ... 4-6
Il. Agriculture and Forestry RESOUICES ..........ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiici e 4-6
Il AT QUATILY ... nnnnnnnnnnnnnne 4-7
V. Biological RESOUICES..........cooieeiiieeeeeeeeee 4-7
V. CURUral RESOUICES......coiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeee ettt 4-8
VI. B g 4-8
City of Santa Clarita MetroWalk Specific Plan
December 2020 Draf? Sustainable Communities Environmental Assessment



TABLE OF CONTENTS

4.0 Initial Study Checklist (Continued)

VII. Geology and SOIlS ........uuuiiiiiei e 4-9
VIII.  Greenhouse Gas EMISSIONS..........coooiiiiiiiiiiii 4-10
IX. Hazards and Hazardous Materials ..., 4-10
X. Hydrology and Water Quality..............ccoooiiiiiiiii e 4-11
XI. Land Use and Planning ..........ccooiiiiiiiiciiiieee e 4-12
XIlI. Mineral and Energy RESOUICES ..........coooviiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeee e 4-13
XL NOISE..ccoi e 4-13
XIV. Population and HOUSING ........uuuiiiiiiiiiieces e 4-14
XV.  PUDlIC SErviCes ... 4-14
DY PO o= Tox == 11T o OSSP 4-14
XVII.  Transportation/TraffiC ........couuueeiiiii e 4-15
XVIII.  Tribal Cultural RESOUICES........ccooiiiiiiiiiieee 4-15
XIX.  Utilities and Service SyStEMS ........cooiii i 4-16
XX WIIAFIFE e 4-16
XXI.  Mandatory Findings of Significance:..............cccooviiiiiieiiiieiieccee e 4-17
D. Discussion of Environmental Impacts and/or Earlier Analysis .............ccccvveeeen. 4-18
l. ABSTNELICS ... e 4-18
Il. Agriculture and Forestry RESOUICES .........cceiiieiiiiiiiiiici e, 4-23
Il ATF QUATIEY . nnnne 4-26
V. Biological RESOUICES..........coooiiieieeeeeeeee 4-47
V. CURUral RESOUICES.....cciiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt 4-68
VI. LT o | PEPPPRPIN 4-80
VII.  Geology and SOilS ........uueiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 4-87
VIII.  Greenhouse Gas EMISSIONS..........ccoovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 4-100
IX. Hazards and Hazardous Materials ...........ccoooeiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeen 4-113
X. Hydrology and Water Quality...........cooooiooieiiiiiieeeeee 4-127
XI. Land Use and Planning ... 4-142
XIl. Mineral and Energy RESOUICES ........ccoevuiiiiiiiii e e e 4-147
XL NOISE..ccceeeeeeeeee 4-149
XIV.  Population and HOUSING .........coooiiiiiiiiiii 4-165
XV.  PUDliC SErviCes ....cccooieieieeeee 4-169
XVI. ReCreation........cooooiiiiiii 4-177
XVII.  Transportation/TraffiC ..., 4-179
MetroWalk Specific Plan City of Santa Clarita
Draft Sustainable Communities Environmental Assessment December 2020



TABLE OF CONTENTS

XVIII. Tribal and CUltural RESOUICES ........ccueeeeeeee e 4-192
XIX.  Utilities and Service SYStEMS ........coooiiiiiiiiiiii e 4-194
XX. A1 o |1 =Y 4-206
XXI. Mandatory Findings of Significance..............ccccccceiiiniiiii 4-212
LI 0T =Y (=1 = o= 5-1
6.0 List Of Prepararers .........cccoiiiiiiiiiceecciiiisissssccssssss s s s s s sssssssssssss s s s s s s snmsssssssssssnsssnnnssssssssnnns 6-1
LiST OF APPENDICES
Appendix A:  Mitigation Measure Feasibility/Applicability Analysis

Appendix B:

Appendix C:
Appendix D:

Appendix E:
Appendix F:

Appendix G:
Appendix H:

Appendix [:
Appendix J:
Appendix K:
Appendix L:

Appendix M:

Appendix N:

Figure 2.2-1
Figure 2.2-2
Figure 2.3-1
Figure 2.3-2
Figure 2.3-3
Figure 2.3-4
Figure 2.4-1
Figure 2.4-2

Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Study

Construction Health Risk Assessment

Biological Resources Assessment

Cultural Resources Inventory Report

Paleontological Records Search Results Letter

Energy Calculations

Geotechnical Investigation

Phase | and Phase Il Environmental Site Assessments
Hydrology Report and USMP/Lid Report

Noise and Vibration Study

Traffic Impact Assessment

SB 18 and AB 52 Tribal Consultation Request Letters and Correspondences
Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency Technical Memorandum

LIST OF FIGURES

Regional Location Map .......ccooieiiiiiiiiccc e 2-2
Project LOCation Map ........uuoiii i 2-3
Views of the Project Site ... 2-5
Views of the Surrounding Area..............ueeiiiiiiiiiiii e 2-6
Existing Zoning DesignationsS ..........coovviiiiiiiiiii e 2-7
Existing General Plan Land Use Designations............cccccciiiiiiiiiieiiiiinniiieee, 2-8
MetroWalk Specific Plan Land Use Plan ............ccccccvvvviiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeee 2-11
Conceptual Rendering of the North Residential Building

LooKING WESEIN PA-T ..o 2-15

City of Santa Clarita
December 2020

MetroWalk Specific Plan
Draft Sustainable Communities Environmental Assessment
iii



TABLE OF CONTENTS

LiST OF FIGURES (CONTINUED)

Figure 2.4-3 Conceptual Rendering of the Residential Building

Looking Southeast in PA-2..........oo e 2-16
Figure 2.4-4 Conceptual Rendering of the Residential Building

Looking Northwest in PA-3........oooiiiiiiiiieeee e 2-19
Figure 2.4-5 Conceptual Rendering of the Clubhouse and

one of the U-Shaped Residential Buildings along the Southern Boundary

Looking South iN PA-4 ... e 2-20
Figure 2.4-6 Conceptual Parks and Recreation Plan..............cccuiiiiiiiiiiii e 2-21
Figure 2.4-7 Conceptual Open Space Plan...........ooooiiiiiiiiiicee e 2-22
Figure 2.4-8 Pedestrian Pathways .............uuiiiiiiiiiiice e 2-23
Figure 2.4-9  Multi-Use Trail Plan...........cooooiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeee 2-24
Figure 2.4-10 Project Circulation NetWOrK...........ooiiiuiiiiiiiii e 2-27
Figure 2.4-11 Cumulative Development SCENAriO ...........ceiiiiiiiiiiiiiicee e 2-34

LisT OF TABLES

Table 2.4-1  Summary of Proposed Planning Areas ..........cccooooviiieiiiiieii e, 2-12
Table 2.4-2  Related Projects List ... 2-33
Table 3.1-1  Consistency Analysis with the 2020-2045 RTP/SCS Strategy Policies.............. 3-3
Table Il1-1 Estimated Maximum Daily Construction Emissions.............cccoooooiiiiiiiiicennnn.. 4-30
Table I11-2 Estimated Maximum Daily On-Site Construction Emissions...............cccuueeee. 4-31
Table I1I-3 Estimated Operational EmMIiSSiONS ...........ccoooviiiiiiiiiiieeee 4-32
Table Ill-4 Health Risks Associated with Construction Activity ..........cccceeeviiiiiiiiiicenne, 4-44
Table I1I-5 Mitigated Health Risks Associated with Construction Activity.......................... 4-44
Table VI-1 Project and Countywide Energy Consumption ...........cccccooviiiiiiiieiienenniiieee, 4-82
Table VIII-1  Estimated Construction Emissions of Greenhouse Gases .................eceeen.. 4-103
Table VIII-2  Combined Annual EMISSIONS .......coooiiiiiiiii 4-103
Table XllI-1  Existing Ambient NOiS€ LeVeIS ... 4-151
Table XllI-2  Estimated Construction Noise Levels............cccoeeeiiii, 4-152
Table XIII-3  Existing Plus Project Roadway Noise Levels ............ccccoceiiiiiieiiiciiiicee e, 4-155
Table XllI-4  Cumulative Plus Project Roadway Noise Levels............cccccceeeeiiiiiiiiiieenenn. 4-156
Table XIII-5  Vibration ThreSholdS ... 4-160
Table XIII-6  Vibration Levels at Sensitive Receptors..........cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiiecee e, 4-161
Table XVII-1  Project Trip GeNEration ...........ooouuiiiiiiiii e 4-181
MetroWalk Specific Plan City of Santa Clarita
Draft Sustainable Communities Environmental Assessment December 2020

iv



1.0 INTRODUCTION

11 PURPOSE OF A SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

The purpose of this Sustainable Communities Environmental Assessment (SCEA) is to evaluate
the environmental effects of the proposed MetroWalk Specific Plan Project (Project) in
accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). In addition, the SCEA
evaluates the Project’s consistency with the Southern California Association of Governments
(SCAG) 2020-2045 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (2020-2045
RTP/SCS) and incorporates the feasible mitigation measures, performance standards, and/or
criteria from prior applicable Environmental Impact Reports (EIRs) into the Project.

The SCEA form of CEQA documentation was established by Senate Bill (SB) 375 to provide
streamlined environmental review for certain “Transit Priority Projects” (TPPs). TPPs are
residential or mixed-use residential projects that provide a minimum net density of 20 dwelling
units per acre and are located within one-half mile of a major transit stop or high-quality transit
corridor (Public Resources Code [PRC] Section 21155(b)). The intent of the CEQA streamlining
provisions is not to undercut or circumvent CEQA requirements, but rather to reduce
documentation and redundancy and provide an incentive for project applicants to pursue TPPs
that are consistent with a larger effort to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by integrating
transportation and land use planning.

A SCEA is comparable to an Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) since the lead
agency must prepare an Initial Study and find that all potentially significant impacts of a project
have been identified, adequately analyzed, and mitigated to a less-than-significant level.
However, unlike an IS/MND, a SCEA is reviewed under the substantial evidence standard and is,
thus, more defensible, provides more certainty, and streamlines the overall CEQA process.

1.2 PROJECT SUMMARY

The MetroWalk Specific Plan Project would include development of up to 498 residential units in
four planning areas, on an approximately 20.4-acre site in the City of Santa Clarita (City) in
northern Los Angeles County. The Project Site is generally located north and west of the Metrolink
train tracks and east of Lost Canyon Road in the Canyon Country community of the City. The
proposed residential units would comprise a mix of housing types, including market-rate
apartments and townhomes, age-qualified apartments, and affordable senior apartments. A multi-
use path would link the Project Site with the future Metrolink Vista Canyon Station to the east and
the Vista Canyon Specific Plan Project to the north while connecting various private amenities
throughout the Project Site, including park nodes, open space, a central clubhouse, and a
playground. The multi-use path would terminate at a public plaza at the far eastern area of the
Project Site, which would provide a publicly accessible outdoor amenity adjacent to the future
Metrolink station and a connection to commercial uses, trails, and other amenities within the Vista
Canyon Specific Plan area.

The average density of the Project Site would be 24.6 units per acre, while the maximum allowable
density permitted within the Specific Plan area would be 30 dwelling units per acre. The floor area
ratio for the Project would be 0.76.

The Project would require the following discretionary actions from the City: (1) a General Plan
Amendment to change the General Plan land use designation from Business Park to Specific
Plan; (2) a Zone Change to change the zoning designation from Business Park to Specific Plan;
(3) approval of the MetroWalk Specific Plan to establish specific development standards in
support of a development of up to 498 total residential units; (4) Tentative Tract Map 83087 to
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

subdivide the property for the development of up to 498 total residential units; (5) a Development
Review Permit for all new development and construction projects; and (6) an Architectural Design
Review.

1.3 STATUTORY BACKGROUND

The Sustainable Communities and Climate Protection Act of 2008 amended CEQA to add
Chapter 4.2, Implementation of the Sustainable Communities Strategy (PRC Section 21155),
which provides a CEQA exemption for Sustainable Community Projects and streamlined CEQA
analysis for TPPs.

One such streamlining provision is the SCEA, the provisions of which are specified primarily in
PRC Section 21155.2. Section 21155.2(a) states that if a TPP incorporates all feasible mitigation
measures, performance standards, or criteria set forth in the prior applicable EIRs and adopted
findings made pursuant to PRC Section 21081, then it shall be eligible for a SCEA. For a detailed
analysis of the Project’'s compliance with SCEA statutory requirements, see the “Sustainable
Communities Environmental Assessment Eligibility” Section of this document.

1.4 ORGANIZATION OF THE SCEA
This SCEA is organized into seven sections as follows:

Introduction. This section (above) provides introductory information summarizing the key
elements of the Sustainable Communities and Climate Protection Act and information about the
Project.

Project Description. This section contains a detailed description of the Project’s location, the
Project Site’s characteristics and surrounding land uses, the Project characteristics, the Project’s
proposed construction, and the cumulative development scenario, and provides a list of
discretionary approvals.

Sustainable Communities Environmental Assessment Eligibility. This section analyzes the
proposed Project’s consistency with the TPP criteria, the Project’s consistency with the SCAG
2020-2045 RTP/SCS goals and policies and identifies applicable mitigation measures from prior
applicable EIRs.

Sustainable Communities Environmental Assessment/Initial Study Checklist. This section
contains the completed Initial Study Checklist showing the significance level under each
environmental impact category. Each environmental issue identified in the Initial Study Checklist
contains an assessment and discussion of impacts associated with environmental topic. When
the evaluation identifies potentially significant effects, as identified in the Initial Study Checklist,
mitigation measures are provided to reduce such impacts to a less-than-significant level.

References. This section provides references for the sources of information cited in the SCEA.

List of Preparers. This section provides a list of City personnel, other governmental agencies,
and consultant team members that participated in the preparation of the SCEA.

Appendices. This section includes various documents, technical reports, and information used
in the SCEA and can be found in the case file for the Project.
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